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ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ZONING COMMISSION ORDER NO 11-15 

ZC CaseNo 11-15 
(Howard Umvers1ty- 2011 Campus Plan) 

January 9, 2012 

Tins DeciSion and Order anses out of an apphcation filed m Z C Case No II-IS of Howard 
Uruversity ("Uruverstty"), pursuant to II DCMR § § 31 08 1, for spectal exceptiOn revtew and 
approval of tts 201I Central Campus Plan for the Howard Uruverstty Campus under§§ 210 and 
507 of the Zorung Regulatwns 

The campus ts bounded generally by Flonda Avenue, N W to the south, 4th Street, N W and the 
McMtllan Reservmr to the east, Hobart Street, N W to the north, and Sherman A venue, N W to 
the west It ts located m the R-4, DIR-5-A, DIR-5- B, R-5-E, C-2-A, C-R, D/SP-2, C-M-2 and 
C-M-3 zones m Square 330, Lot 800, Square 2872, Lots 266 to 27I, 275, 803, 820, 822-824, 
Square 2873, Lots 785,786, 787,788,789,790,791, 792,796,797, 869, 872, 873, 1101, Square 
2875, Lots I59, I62-I67, 284, 302, 331-333, 976, 982, 1108, 2004, 2011, 2033, Square 2877, 
Lots 62, 811, 930, 933, 934, 945, 968, 972, 970, 977, 979, 1023, Square 2882, Lots 742 to 749, 
756 to 769, 950, 951, 952, 953, 1037 to 1039, Square 2885, Lot 889, Square 3055, Lots 15, 821, 
Square 3057, Lot 92, Square 3058, Lots 827, 828, 829, 833-835, Square 3060, Lots 41, 830, 839, 
Square 3063, Lot 801, Square 3064, Lots 44, 45, 826, 837, Square 3065, Lots 36, 829, 830, 83I, 
833, Square 3068, Lot 30, Square 3069, Lots 65, 66, Square 3072, Lots 52, 8I8, Square 3074, 
Lot II, Square 3075, Lot 807, Square 3080, Lot 73, Square 3084, Lot 830, Square 3088, Lot 
835, and Square 3094, Lot 800 It ts surrounded by the neighborhoods of Shaw, LeDrmt Park, 
Bloommgdale, Pleasant Plams, Park Vtew, and Columbta Hetghts 

hi accordance wtth II DCMR §§ 210 and 3035, thts case has been heard by the Zonmg 
Commtsston under the rules of the Board of Zonmg Adjustment, at Chapter 3I of 11 DCMR 

HEARING DATE: 
DECISION DATE: 

December 5, 20II 
January 9, 2012 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1 The proposed Campus Plan apphes to Howard Umverstty's Central Campus The 
Central Campus ts centered along Georgta A venue and Howard Place wtth Hobart Street 
to the north, 4th Street to the east, U and V Streets to the south, and Flonda and Sherman 
Avenues to the east The campus boundary also extends to the followmg addttional 
properties vacant butldmgs along Sherman A venue and north of Barry Place, parkmg lot 
near 9th and V Streets, Carver Hall at 2"d and Elm Streets, N W, Slowe Hall at 3rd and 
Elm Streets, N W , and Uruverstty Servtce Center at I Oth and Flonda Avenue 

2 The Umverstty's prevtous Central Campus Plan was approved by BZA Order No I6330 
on March 29, I999 subject to condttions, mcludmg the followmg 
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• A cap on student enrollment at 12,000, faculty at 1,777, staff at 3,494, and 
hospital staff at 2,185, 

• The Umvers1ty should work with the community and make all reasonable 
efforts to seek the 1rnplementanon of the recommended traffic mitJgatwn 
measures If the measures are deemed deSirable by a consensus of the affected 
community groups, 

• The Umvers1ty shall endeavor, consistent with Its overall academic miSSion, to 
encourage commercial development on lower Georgia A venue, and 

• Establish a Howard Umvers1ty AdVIsory Council (HUAC) composed of 
representatives of the Umvers1ty, affected Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions (mcludmg but not limited to ANC lB and ANC 5C), 
representatives selected by CIVIC assoc1atJons surroundmg the campus 
(mcludmg but not limited to Pleasant Plams, Bloornmgdale, and LeDr01t 
Park}, mterested student organizatiOns and other mterested commumty groups 
The Howard Umvers1ty Advisory Council shall meet on a regiilar basis or a 
rn=urn of four tJrnes annually, to discuss the effects of Umvers1ty actiVITies 
on the surroundmg commumty and other Issues of mutual concern 

3 This Plan expired on March 29, 1999 The Umvers1ty requested and the Zomng 
CommissiOn approved an 18-rnonth extensiOn of the Plan on January 12, 2009, pursuant 
to Z C Order No 08-32 and a one year extensiOn on May 24, 2010 pursuant to Z C 
Order No 08-32B, to allow the Umvers1ty's new adrnlmstratwn to have mput on the 
plan 

4 The proposed Campus Plan ("2011 Plan") IS an update of the previOus plan and a 
program to upgrade and expand campus fac1htJes mcludmg academic, res1dentJal, and 
recreatJonal bmldmgs The 2011 Plan proposes over 2,316,584 gross square feet of new 
constructJon, as well as maJOr renovatiOns and add1tJons to eXJstmg bmldmgs m three 
phases over the next seven years The 2011 Plan proposes an mcrease m the floor area 
ratJo ("FAR") of the campus from the ex1stJng 1 3 to 1 75, but no change m the ex1stmg 
enrolhnent benchmark of 12,000 students 

5 The boundaries of the Central Campus are modified With the 2011 Plan The Umvers1ty 
IS addmg a vacant parkmg lot, cons1stmg of Lots 266-271, 803, 820, and 822-824 m 
Square 2872, Lot 788 m Square 2873, and Lot 1108 m Square 2875 Certam lots m 
Squares 2873, 2875, and 2877 are no longer owned by the Umvers1ty and have been 
deleted 
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6 The proposed 2011 Plan 1s based upon the followmg key planrung pnnc1ples 

• support for the Uruverstty' s acadermc nusswn, 
• preservatiOn and protection of the Uruverstty's htstonc legacy, 
• fostenng cormnuruty engagement, 
• Implementation of good urban destgn, 
• enhancmg connectiVIty and walkabthty, 
• 1mprovmg the pubhc realm, 
• developmg the campus edge, and 
• ernbracmg sustamabthty 

7 The proposed 2011 Plan mcludes several proJects that would expand acaderruc, 
restdentlal, athletic, cormnerClal, and student hfe facthtles on the campus The maJonty 
of the proposed bmldmg expansiOn w!ll take place on the eastern portion of the campus 
(the core area) and not directly adJacent to netghborhood res1dences 

8 The Uruverstty' s plan for the new and expanded bmldmg proJects 1s phased as follows 

Phase 1 (1-3 years) mcludes a new mterdtsctphnary sc1ence and engmeenng 
bmldmg Computatwnal Bwmed!cal Sctence, two new Restdentlal Halls as well as 
a restdence for upperclassmen, a wellness and recreatiOn center, and retml, 

Phase 2 (3-5 years) mcludes renovation of the Blackburn Center, School of 
Cormnurucatwns, and Retml, Acaderruc/Support/Pubhc Safety, Nursmg, Alhed 
Health, Pharmacy, Nanotechnology, Upperclassman Restdence, Retml, and the 
Mmer Bmldmg Renovation, 

Phase 3 (5-7 years) mcludes Health Sctences, Health Care and Reta1l, an 
Intercollegtate Athletics Complex and Retml, Graduate and Work Force Housmg, 
Upperclassman Restdences, and a teaclnng and leammg bmldmg, and 

Future Phase mcludes academtc, restdentlal, retml, mstltutwnal mfill, 
acaderntclresearch, and addttlonal space 

9 The Umvers1ty's proposed development plan does not address the current and furure 
' status of the Howard Uruvers1ty Hosp1tal The hosp1tal has 1ts own uruque operations and 

1mpacts and would need to be fully analyzed to assess 1ts rmpacts on the netghborhood 
due to traffic The Office ofPlanrung ("OP") therefore recormnended that a development 
plan for the hospttal be proVIded as an amendment to the 2011 Plan should expanswn or 
external alteratwns be proposed 

10 The 2011 Plan proposes to mcrease the Umverstty's capactty to house students on the 
campus The Uruvers1ty subnutted under separate cover further processmg apphcatwns ZONING COMMISSION
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for two new donmtones to be constructed for occupancy for the 2014-2015 academic 
year 

11 The Umvers1ty's student housmg plan targets accommodatmg between 60% and 70% of 
the total eligible (full-time) student populatiOn, as compared to the existing capacity to 
house approximately 40% of eligible students The plan IS deSJgiied to address several 
core Issues With the ex1stmg mventory, mcludmg 

• a general lack of system capacity to house the targeted proportion of the 
student populatwn, 

• the poor locatiOn of eXIsting residence halls relative to core campus functions, 
• the old age of many of the ex1stmg facilities and the Infrastructure that serves 

them, and 
• d1spanties between housmg types, pnce pomts, and access to housmg w1thm 

the system 

12 To accomplish Its student housmg goals, the Umvers1ty IS COmmitted to the constructiOn 
of several new residence halls, the renovatiOn of certam eXIstmg residence halls, and the 
removal of outmoded or sub-par facilities from the housmg mventory Properties that are 
tentatively scheduled for removal from the actively occupied mventory mclude George 
W Carver Hall, George W Cook Hall, Charles R Drew Hall, Mend1an Hill Hall, and 
Lucy D Slowe Hall 

13 ln Phase I of the Campus Plan, the Umvers1ty proposes to construct over 1,300 new beds 
to replace facilities that are deemed sub-par ln subsequent phases, over 1 ,500 more beds 
are proposed to be constructed to enhance system capacity to meet the targeted 60% to 
70% on-campus residency rate Additionally, approxrmately 100 beds will be removed 
from the system through a senes of mtenor renovatwns focused upon enhancmg housmg 
quality through de-densification oflivmg conditions 

14 Key landscape recommendations mcluded m the 2011 Plan mclude 

• renovatmg the Mam Quad and Lower Quads, 
• developmg a new gateway at Howard Place and Georgia A venue, 
• 1mprovmg streetscapes throughout the campus boundanes, 
• 1mprovmg the East-West pedestrian connectiOn at Howard Place across Georgia 

A venue to Sherman Avenue, 
• renovatmg the rooftop of the Undergraduate Library with a new green roof garden, 

arbor and seatmg areas, and 
• creatmg a new Residential Quad 

15 The CommiSSion proVIded proper and timely notice of public hearmg on this applicatiOn 
by publicatiOn m the D C Regzster and by mrul to the Applicant, AdVIsory Neighborhood ZONING COMMISSION
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Cotrnmsswns ("ANC") lB and 5C, and to owners of property wrthm 200 feet of the 
property that IS the subject of tlus apphcatwn The apphcatlon was also referred to OP 
for reVIew and report 

16 The Central Campus IS located withm the boundanes of ANC 1B' ANC lB, wluch IS 
automatically a party m tlus proceedmg, submitted a wntten statement m support of the 
apphcatlon The apphcatwn IS also of mterest to ANC 5C, whose boundary IS located 
across from the Howard campus ANC 5C also subrmtted a wntten statement m support 
of the apphcatwn 

17 OP submitted a wntten report and recommended approval of the Umversity's apphcatlon, 
subject to the followrng conditions 

(a) The overall maxunum smdent enrollment shall be 12,000 smdents, mcludmg any 
smdent takmg at least one class or course at any area covered by the 2011 Plan, 

(b) The 2011 Plan, as submitted, shall be valid for a prnod of 15 years, 

(c) The anticipated reuse of the vacated smdent housmg bulldmgs m the commumty 
be Identified, 

(d) A campus plan amendment and/or further processmg apphcatlon be subrmtted 
should the Howard Umversity Hospital propose any structllral changes or 
expanswns, 

(e) Provide umversity smdent housmg for at least 70% of the total undergraduate 
enrollment, and 

(f) SubmissiOn of the existlng, proposed and maximum density calculations for the 
entlre campus 

18 The DC Department of TransportatiOn ("DDOT") subrmtted a wntten memorandum 
mmcatmg support for the apphcatwn and hstmg several areas m wluch the Umversity 
could nnprove or expand upon prevwus Improvements to transportatwn wrtlun and 
around the Central Campus boundanes 

19 In response to DDOT's recommendatwns, the Umversity agreed to the followmg 

(a) Coordmate closely wrth DDOT regardmg the roadway design of Georgia Avenue 
to ensure successful Improvement of transit facihtles, changes to curbside 
parkmg, and rmmmizatlon ofvelucular delay on the comdor, 
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(b) Install a new traffic signal at the mtersectwn of College and 4th Streets, N W 
pnor to the Issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the new student residences 
along 4th Street, 

(c) Fund at least one B1kehare statiOn on the central campus m order to help meet the 
demand for the bicycle transportatiOn and to connect with new activity centers 
and residential nodes where Bikeshare bicycles and docks have already been 
mstalled, 

(d) lniplement a Transportation Demand Management ("TDM") Plan to encourage 
students, faculty and staff to reduce the number of dnve-alone trips to the central 
campus and mcrease their use of transit and other alternative modes of 
transportation The TDM Plan mcludes 

(I) Mamtenance of bus stops dunng construction, should any constructiOn 
actiVIty necessitate bus stop relocatiOn, 

(2) An mcrease m the amount of short-term and long-term bicycle parking on 
campus as descnbed m the TDM Plan subrmtted to DDOT on November 
21,2011, 

(3) Offenng non-Umvers1ty tenants of new campus plan bUildmgs the optiOn 
to purchase or lease parkmg spaces at market rate, mstead of mcludmg 
them m the tenancy lease, thus giVIng them an opportumty to reduce their 
use of on-site parking, 

(4) Postmg and publication of the final TDM Plan on the Umvers1ty's 
Parking and Shuttle webpage and m other Umvers1ty media, where 
commuter benefits and hmelines for Implementation will be publicized for 
all faculty staff and students, 

(5) IdentificatiOn of a TDM Leader, 

( 6) InstallatiOn of at least one transportatiOn mformatwn kiosk per year for the 
first five years of the campus plan ImplementatiOn, 

(7) Establishment ofweblinks to commuter support webs1tes, 

(8) Mamtenance and rmprovement of the Umvers1ty shuttle bus serVIce where 
necessary, 

(9) ExpansiOn of telecommutmg practices and the promotion of flextrme 
schedules where appropnate for faculty and staff, 
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(1 0) An mcrease m the pnce of parking on Urnversity parking lots by I 00% for 
all penmt holders on lots with occupancy levels of 80% or greater 
begmrnng m school year 2012-2013, 

(11) Encourage an mcrease m the use ofWMATA's SrnartBenefits program, 

(12) Conduct annual modal spht surveys and momtonng practices to determme 
the effectiveness of the TDM measures m reducmg the percentage of 
dnve-alone Urnversity faculty, staff and students These will mclude the 
establishment of aspiratwnal performance mdicators and TDM targets that 
the Urnversity shall use as benchmarks agmnst which to measure progress 
The mtent IS to be able to effectively gauge success m meetmg targets 
These targets mclude 

• By the end of the first five years of the approved plan 

A reduction m the faculty and staff dnve-alone rates to 50%, and 

A reduction m the percentage of the overall population (mcludmg 
students) who dnve alone to 18% 

• By the end of the first ten years of the approved plan 

A reductiOn m the faculty and staff dnve-alone rates to 40%, 

A reductiOn m the percentage of the overall populatiOn (mcludmg 
students) who dnve alone to 15%, and 

If annual surveys do not show a reductiOn m the current dnve
a1one mode percentage and/or the number ofparkmg permits sold, 
the Umversity Will undertake additional TDM measures beyond 
those hsted above m pursUit of the aspiratwnal targets, and 

(e) Commit to an on-gomg, regular morntonng and reportmg program of campus 
transportation activity, parking, and progress on TDM targets to DDOT 

20 The LeDrmt Park CIVIC Association and the Pleasant Plmns Civic Association both 
expressed concerns about Urnversity-owned vacant bmldmgs located outside the Campus 
Plan boundanes, mcludmg those that are currently vacant or near vacant, and those that 
are scheduled to become vacant The Urnversity has addressed each of these concerns as 
follows 
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• The Mary Church Terrell House, 326 "T" Street, N W , IS a Natwnal Histone 
Landmark (as of 1975), and IS undergomg restoratiOn actiVIties as fundmg 
becomes avmlable The buildmg IS unoccupied The Uruvers1ty mdJCated 
that It contmues to seek fundmg to complete the restoration of the bmldmg, 
and the exterwr landscapmg will be mmntmned 

• The Walter Washmgton Home, 408-410 "T" Street, N W, IS a home of 
specml local sigmficance which the Uruvers1ty mtends to renovate and 
stab1hze for potential use as a Uruvers1ty Guest House The Umvers1ty 
md1cated that, m the mterim, the exterior landscapmg will be mamtamed 

• 649 Flonda A venue, N W IS a vacant lot that IS fenced m and frequently 
collects trash Neighbors have asked, and the Uruvers1ty agreed, that the lot 
be regularly cleaned, and that the Uruvers1ty will explore placmg some 
artwork around the penmeter to keep It from bemg an eyesore 

• The EffinghaJn Apartlnents, 2711, 2715, 2719 Georgia Avenue, N W, are 
currently vacant This apartlnent complex Will remmn vacant, md the 
Uruvers1ty agreed to mmntmn the extenor landscapmg and keep the hallways 
well-ht m the evemngs 

• Square 2877, Lot 967 next door to 2009 Eighth Street, N W IS a fenced m 
vacant lot whiCh mtermJttently collects trash The neighbors have requested, 
and the Uruvers1ty agreed, that the lot shall be regularly cleaned, and that the 
Uruvers1ty will explore placmg some artwork around the perimeter to keep It 
from bemg an eyesore 

• Vacant storefronts occur m several places on Howard-owned property along 
Georgia Avenue (e g Wonder Plaza and 2727 Georgia) Neighbors have 
requested, and the'Uruvers1ty agreed, that the Uruvers1ty will work with the 
Emergence Commuruty Arts Collective and the Pleasant Plams Workshop to 
place artwork m the front wmdows of these facilities so that they stop 
lookmg so desolate 

• 21 The LeDrmt Park neighbors asked that smce so much constructiOn IS expected to ensue m 
the near term, they would hke the Uruvers1ty to develop a construction plm with Its 
neighbor commuruty mstitl!twns that would help mllllffiiZe the mconvemences that 
construction can normally bnng about The Uruvers1ty agreed to develop constructiOn 
plans that address these and other concerns of neighbors as they anse around each of the 
constructiOn proJects It sponsors 
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22 The LeDrmt Park and Pleasant Plams cornmumties, the Georgia Avenue Cornmumty 
Development Task Force, and ANC 1B all conditioned therr support of the plan upon the 
continuation of the Cornmumty AdVIsory Committee ("CAC") that was established m 
1999 as a condltwn of the Zomng Cornm1sswn's approval of Umvers1ty's 1998 Central 
Campus Master Plan The Umvers1ty agreed to continue the CAC and mclude a semor 
Umvers1ty official m the meetmgs 

23 The Bloommgdale CiVIC Assoc1atwn, ANC IB, the Georgia Avenue Cornmumty 
Development Task Force, and the LeDrmt Park CIVIC Assoc~atwn all acknowledged a need 
for the Umverslty to work more closely With 1ts students and 1ts neighbors to foster better 
relatwnslups between the students who live m off-campus housmg and cornmumty 
residents To help develop a more robust mfrastructlrre for managing these relatwnslups, 
the Umvers1ty agreed to 1mplement the folloWing measures 

(a) The development of an off-campus housmg policy that will be published m the 
student handbook, 

(b) The creatiOn of an mventory of off-campus housmg so that students who live off
campus can be read1ly identified by address, 

(c) Regular convemng of students who live off-campus to onent them to the 
cornmumty's history and hentage, mtroduce them to cornmumty leaders, proVIde 
them with tips for safety and adjustment to cornmumty liVIng and remmd them of 
off-campus housmg polic1es, the1r nghts and responsibilities, 

(d) Workmg With cornmumty groups to orgamze welcommg events for students, and 

(e) Establislung a website that 

(I) ProVIdes valuable mfonnation to students and cornmumty members such as 
contact mformatwn for Umvers1ty staff, the Metropolitan Police Department 
("MPD"), the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affrurs (''DCRA ''), 
and cornmumty leaderslup m the event Issues anse or complamts need to be 
filed, 

(2) Contams a complrunt form that can be filled out on !me by any complrunant 
who needs to alert the Umvers1ty of a concern they may have, 

(3) Sets forth mstructions regardmg the procedures that students and cornmumty 
members should follow to have complrunts addressed most effiCiently and 
effectively, 
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(4) Assigns a Umvers1ty staff member to be responsible for momtonng 
complamts filed and drrectmg them to the appropnate persons to resolve the 
ISSUeS TaJSed, 

( 5) Identifies Issues that should be addressed by the Umvers1ty, MPD, the 
Landlord Tenant Division ofDCRA or others, and 

(6) Identifies landlords' and tenants' nghts and responsibilities as they relate to 
off-campus housmg m which students reside, such as safety hazards on the 
property, overflowmg trash problems, overcrowdmg, rodent and/or msect 
mfestatwn, etc 

24 The Umversity submitted a rationale JUstifymg the treatment of the Howard Umvers1ty 
Middle School, located w1thm the campus boundaries, as an accessory university use for 
zomng purposes As such, the Middle School's parkmg reqmrements can be met w1thm 
the overall Campus Plan parkmg standards 

25 As directed by II DCMR § 3119 2, the Zomng CommiSSIOn requrred the Applicant to 
satisfy the burden of provmg the elements necessary to establish the case for a special 
exceptiOn under 11 DCMR § 210 

26 On December 12, 2011, the Umvers1ty submitted a post-hearing memorandum m which It 
responded to the Zomng Commisswn, OP, DDOT, ANCs 1B and 5C, the LeDrmt Park 
CIVIC AssociatiOn, the Bloommgdale CIVIC Association, the Pleasant Plams Task Force, 
and the Georgia Avenue Commumty Development Task Force In Its post-hearing 
memorandum, the Umvers1ty provided all of the additional mformatwn requested by the 
Zomng Commission and accepted and committed to Implementation of the 
recommendatiOns set forth m the statements by the Office ofP!anmng, the Department of 
Transportation and the various neighborhood orgamzatwns 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Applicant IS seeking a special exceptiOn, pursuant to §§ 210 and 3104 of the Zonmg 
RegulatiOns, for approval of a new Campus Plan The Zomng CommissiOn IS authonzed to grant 
a special exception where, m the Judgment of the Zomng CommiSSIOn based on a showmg 
through substantial eVIdence, the special exceptiOn will be m harmony With the general purpose 
and mtent of the Zonmg Regulations and Maps and will not tend to affect adversely the use of 
ne1ghbonng property m accordance with the Zonmg RegulatiOns and Zomng Maps (D C 
Official Code § 6-641 07(g)(2)(2001 ), 11 DCMR § 3104 1 ) 

The Zomng Regulations specify that a umversity m a Residence Special Purpose (SP) or Mixed
Use (Commercial Residential) (CR) Zone District shall be located so that It IS not likely to ZONING COMMISSION
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become objectiOnable to ne1ghbonng property because of nmse, traffic, number of students, or 
other objeCtiOnable cond1t1ons (II DCMR § 210 2, § 507 7 and§ 615 2) With the nnposltiOn 
of cond1tJ.ons contamed m the Order, the Zorung CommissiOn concludes that the Applicant has 
met 1ts burden of showmg that 1ts use of 1ts property will not be objectJ.onable to ne1ghbonng 
property 

The Zorung CommissiOn concludes that the proposed 2011 Plan mcludes an acceptable and 
appropnate range of projects The Zonmg Commission also concludes that, m add1tJ.on to 
makmg traffic and parkmg assessments, the Umvers1ty articulated 1ts VIsiOn for the campus 
environment successfully 

The Zorung CommiSSIOn notes, and g~ves great we1ght to, the recommendatJ.ons by OP that the 
proposed Campus Plan should be approved subject to certam cond1tJ.ons des1gned to msure that 
the Umvers1ty w1ll conform to the reqmrements of § 210 of the Zorung RegulatiOns, especially 
§§ 210 2 and 210 7 The Zonmg Comrruss10n has mcorporated many of OP's recommended 
cond1tJ.ons winch have been agreed to by the Uruvers1ty mto the approval of the new Campus 
Plan The Zorung ComrrussiOn also notes and g~ves great we1ght to the 1ssues and concerns of 
ANCs IB and 5C and carefully considered therr comments m formulatmg the cond1tJ.ons of 
approval of the Campus Plan 

The Zomng ComrrussiOn finds that the Campus Plan boundanes and proposed enrollment, 
faculty, and staff caps are reasonable and appropnate Because the caps are a contmuatJ.on of the 
status quo and have proven to be adequate m the past, they are not likely to become 
objectiOnable Further, the Zomng Comrrusswn concludes that the Campus Plan proVIdes 
adequate housmg and conditiOns regardmg off-campus student housmg, and tins approval, 
subject to conditiOns, will ensure no adverse impacts on ne1ghbonng property as a result of 
students livmg off-campus The Zonmg CommissiOn encourages the Umvers1ty's plans to 
1mplement vanous sustamab1lity and green practJ.ces 

Based upon the record before the Zomng CommissiOn, 1t concludes that the Applicant has met 
the burden of proof, under II DCMR §§ 3104 I, 3035, and 210, and that the requested relief will 
be m harmony wtth the general purpose and mtent of the Zomng RegulatJ.ons and Map, and will 
not tend to adversely affect the use of ne1ghbonng property m accordance With the Zorung 
RegulatJ.ons and Map It 1s therefore ORDERED that the applicatJ.on for a new Campus Plan be 
GRANTED, SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

I Tins 20 II Plan and the level of Uruvers1ty operatiOn 1t descnbes, mcludmg the Howard 
Umvers1ty public charter rmddle school, are approved untJ.l December 31, 2027, subject 
to the followmg cond1tJ.ons, or untJ.l such tJ.me pnor to that date as the Zorung 
CommiSSIOn determmes that cond1tJ.ons warrant submisSIOn of a campus plan amendment 
or an updated campus plan, 
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2 The approved 2911 Plan boundary shall be the Central Campus as shown on Exhtb1t 85 
m the record, 

3 The Central Campus may only be developed m accordance wtth the plans and matenals 
subm1tted by the Apphcant marked as Exhtb1t 5 of the record, as mod1fied by the 
gu1dehnes, cond1ttons, and standards of thts Order, 

4 The Umvers1ty shall subm1t to the Zomng Comm1ss1on, as a spec1al exceptton, each 
md1V1dual request to construct a butldmg or structtrre, whtch IS descnbed m the 2011 
Plan, and located m a Res1dence, Spec1al Purpose, or M1xed-Use (Commercial 
Res1denttal) Zone D1s!rtct Along w1th each request, the Umvers1ty shall subrrnt 
mforrnatton as to how the particular butldmg or structtrre comphes w1th the 20 II Plan, 

5 The Umvers1ty shall subm1t a campus plan amendment and/or further processmg 
apphcatton should the Howard Umvers1ty Hosp1tal propose any structtrral changes or 
expansiOns, 

6 The Umvers1ty shall not exceed a max1mum enrollment of 12,000 students enrolled m 
classes located m the area covered by the 2011 Plan The maxrrnum employment for 
faculty and staff shall not exceed 7,456 (mcludmg the Howard Umvers1ty Hosp1tal), 1 

7 Not later than August 31. 2026, the Umvers1ty shall proVIde student housmg w1thm the 
20 II Plan boundartes for at least 70% of 1ts undergraduate student populatiOn, 

8 The Umvers1ty shall contmue to work w1th the Commumty AdVIsory Counct! to clearly 
address 1ssues to enhance community relatwns A semor level Umvers1ty representattve 
w1ll part1c1pate m the meetmgs, 

9 In the trans1t10nmg of ex1stmg student res1dence halls away from use as student housmg 
mto faculty and/or workforce housmg, the Umvers1ty shall not allow the halls to remam 
vacant for a pertod of more than one year, 

10 In an effort to promote respectful relat10nsh1ps between Umvers1ty students who hve m 
off-campus housmg and community res1dents, the Umvers1ty shall rmplement the 
followmg measures 

(a) No later than December 31. 2012 develop an off-campus housmg pohcy that 
w1ll be pubhshed m the student handbook, 

(b) No later than December 31. 2012 create an mventory of off-campus housmg so 
that students who hve off-campus can be read1ly 1denttfied by address, 

1 The Umvenllty may of course request an mcrease to these caps through an apphcatiOn to modtfy thts Order ZONING COMMISSION
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(c) Throughout the hfe of the Campus Plan regularly convene students who live 
off-campus to onent them to the commumty's lnstory and hentage, mtroduce 
them to commumty leaders, proVIde them w1th tips for safety and adJustment to 
commumty hvmg and remmd them of off-campus housmg pohc1es, the1r nghts 
and responslbihtles, 

(d) Throughout the hfe of the Campus Plan work w1th commun1ty groups to 
orgamze special events where students and neighbors can come together m a 
pleasant welcommg enVIronment, and 

(e) No later than December 31, 2012 establish a webs1te by that among other 
thmgs 

(1) ProVIdes valuable mformat10n to students and commumty members such 
as contact mformatwn for Umvers1ty staff, MPD, DCRA and commumty 
leadership m the event 1ssues anse or complamts need to be filed, and 

(2) Contams a complamt form that can be filled out on !me by any 
complamant who needs to alert the Umvers1ty of a concern they may have, 

11 The Umvers1ty shall undertake the followmg transportatiOn measures 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Throughout the hfe of the Campus Plan coordmate closely w1th DDOT 
regardmg the roadway des1gn of Georg~a A venue to ensure successful 
improvement of transit facilities, changes to curbs1de parkmg, and rmmrmzatlon 
ofvelncular delay on the comdor, 

Pnor to the tssuance of a certificate of occupancy for the proposed new student 
residence halls along 4th Street, and subJect to the permiSSIOn of DDOT, mstall a 
new traffic s1gnal at the mtersectlon of College and 4th Streets, N W , 

No later than December 31. 2015, fund at least one BJ.keshare statwn on the 
central campus m order to help meet the demand for bicycle transportation and to 
connect w1th new actiVIty centers and residential nodes where B1keshare bicycles 
and docks have already been mstalled, 

Throughout the hfe of the Campus Plan the Umvers1ty shall1mplement a TDM 
Plan to encourage students, faculty and staff to reduce the number of dnve-alone 
tnps to the central campus and mcrease the1r use of transit and other alternative 
modes of transportatiOn The TDM Plan shall mclude 

(I) Mamtenance of bus stops dunng constructiOn, should any construction 
activity necessitate bus stop relocatiOn, 
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(2) An mcrease m the amount of short-term and long-term btcycle parkmg on 
campus as descnbed m the TDM Plan submttted to DDOT on November 
21,2011, 

(3) Offenng non-Umverstty tenants of new campus plan bmldmgs the optton 
to purchase or lease parkmg spaces at market rate, mstead of mcludmg 
them m the tenancy lease, thus gtvmg them an opportunity to reduce thetr 
use of on-stte parkmg, 

(4) Postmg and publicatton of the final TDM Plan on the Umverstty's 
Parkmg and Shuttle webpage and m other Umverstty medta, where 
commuter benefits and timelmes for rmplementation wtll be publictzed for 
all faculty staff and students, 

(5) Identification of a TDM Leader, 

( 6) Installation of at least one transportatiOn mformatton ktosk per year for the 
first five years of the campus plan tmplementatton, 

(7) Establishment ofweblinks to commuter support websttes, 

(8) Mamtenance and improvement of the Umverstty shuttle bus servtce where 
necessary; 

(9) Expanston of telecommutmg practices and the promotion of flextime 
schedules where appropnate for faculty and staff, 

(I 0) An mcrease m the pnce of parkmg on Umverstty parkmg lots by I 00% for 
all permtt holders on lots wtth occupancy levels of 80% or greater 
begtnmng m school year 2012-2013, 

(II) Encourage an mcrease m the use of WMATA's SmartBenefits program, 
and 

(12) Conduct annual modal split surveys and momtonng practices to determme 
the effectiveness of the TDM measures m reducmg the percentage of 
dnve-alone Umverstty faculty, staff and students These wtll mclude the 
establishment of asptrational performance mdtcators and TDM targets (see 
Fmdmg of Fact No 19 (d) (12)) that the Umverstty shall use as 
benchm~ks agamst which to measure progress, and 

12 In accordance wtth the DC Human Rights Act of 1977, as amended, DC Offictal Code 
§§ 2-1401 01 et ~(Act), the Dtstnct ofColumbta does not dtscnrmnate on the basts of 
actual or percetved race, color, religton, nattonal ongtn, sex, age, manta! status, personal ZONING COMMISSION
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appearance, sexual onentatiOn, gender identity or expressiOn, farmhal status, fam1ly 
respons!bihtles, matnculatwn, pohtlcal affiliation, genetic mformatwn, d!sab1hty, source 
of mcome, or place of residence or busmess Sexual harassment IS a form of sex 
d1scnmmatlon wluch IS proh1b1ted by the Act In addition, harassment based on any of 
the above protected categones 1s prolub1ted by the Act D1scnmmat10n m vwlatwn of the 
Act w1ll not be tolerated VIOlators will be subject to d!SC!plmary action 

VOTE 5-0-0 (Michael G Turnbull, Marcie I Cohen, Anthony J Hood, 
Konrad W Schlater, and Peter G May to approve) 

BY ORDER OF THE D C ZONING COMMISSION 
Each concurrmg member approved the Issuance of this Order 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER March 2, 2012 
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